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I am honoured that the International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation has made 
available to its supporters around the world a selection from my book, Raoul 
Wallenberg in Budapest; Myth, History & Holocaust, (Vallentine Mitchell, London & 
Portland, OR, 2010). 
 
For decades, much has been written and said about Wallenberg. However, until my 
study, no other publication has studied both the man and the mission—that is, the 
man who went to Budapest, and the essential context of on-going Swedish 
diplomacy during the Holocaust. The documents I analyze consist of hundreds of 
diplomatic documents from Sweden’s Foreign Ministry, as well as Wallenberg’s own 
personal correspondence and diplomatic reports. They tell his story best. 
 
The book offers a deeper understanding of Wallenberg’s motives, and that which he 
and his colleagues actually did in Budapest. Wallenberg did not drop out of the sky 
as a “rescuing angel”, but rather undertook a profoundly humanitarian task within a 
specific and terribly complicated geo-political context during the last months of the 
Holocaust. 
 
This study also contextualizes Wallenberg and his humanitarian activities within 
Hungarian Holocaust history, and Holocaust history at large.  
 
My study does not seek to “de-bunk” Wallenberg as a hero of humanity. Indeed, by 
any credible understanding of the word, he was a hero of the Holocaust. Rather, it 
seeks to give the reader a more complete understanding of what Wallenberg did, 
and why and how he did it. This book seeks to give the reader a more detailed 
understanding of Wallenberg, one which—importantly— argues that such an 
analysis serves to strengthen his moral and humanistic symbolism. 
 
 
Dr. Paul A. Levine 
Uppsala University 
January 2011 
 
 
 
How to get the book 
 
In North America: http://www.isbs.com/partnumber.asp?cid=&pnid=293224 
In the rest of the world: http://www.vmbooksuk.com/acatalog/Search_Recently_Published_8.html 
 



 

 

 

This is  the first major evaluation of Raoul Wallenberg, one 
of the most enigmatic and admired figures of World War II. 
Paul Levine´s investigation of the man behind the myth is 
well-documented, balanced and extremely well written. His 
book demonstrates that demystifying legends about those 
who saved souls during the Holocaust only highlights their 
true heroism by placing it within its historical and human 
context. A wonderful achievement that should be read by all 
students of the period. 

Omer Bartov,
John P. Birkelund

Distinguished Professor of European History, Brown 
University

This book is a detailed study of a much written about and 
much misunderstood man: it has the great merit of asking 
penetrating questions, and producing unexpected and in 
many ways disturbing answers. 

Sir Martin Gilbert,
Historian

Author of The Righteous: Christian Heroes of the Holocaust
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